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Dear Friends 
 

‘In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.’ (John 1. 4-5) 

 

Saint Columba's has stood at the heart of Anfield since 1932. It has, since its consecration, 
promoted and maintained the catholic and apostolic faith, being dedicated to the breaking 
of the bread and the prayers (Acts 2.42). This Christmas, we heard once again that the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, bringing light into the darkness of the world. 
Saint Columba’s stands as a witness to that light, and the darkness will not overcome it.  
 

Much has been said and written over the last few days about places of worship, and 
whether they should close or remain open. After much deliberation, Saint Columba’s will 
remain open for public worship, albeit on a reduced scale. The Mass will continue to be 
celebrated at both 9.00 am and 10.30 am on Sunday, and at 12 noon on Wednesdays. 
There will be no other midweek celebrations for the time being. This amended service 
pattern minimises the amount of time the building is open, and thus reduces the risk. 
Likewise, some small changes will be made to our Sunday worship to reduce the time all 
are sitting within the nave. 
 

For some this will be a cause for rejoicing, for others it may be a cause for concern. Some 
may ask that if we stay open are we not putting people at extra risk? It is my firm view that 
we have done all we can possibly can to mitigate the risk of catching Covid-19 during 
worship. However, we cannot eradicate risk, neither can we ‘control the virus’, but we can 
mitigate such risks by abiding by the rules, following the clear procedures that have been 
put in place for the safety of all. Since the end of the first lockdown in June 2020 the 
national leadership of the church has met continually with the government who have 
recognised our commitment to safety practices. Hand sanitisation, wearing a face covering 
and maintaining social distance are all crucial elements; it has been recognised that such 
procedures continue to be as effective now as they were during the first wave of this 
pandemic. 

 

I would like to reiterate our common commitment to them at this time, highlighting the 
importance once again about social distancing, a condition of the building remaining 
open. Whilst I understand that we want to see our friends and family and talk with them 
normally, we must not jeopardise the health of those around us. Could I ask you please to 
arrive in Church in good time and after sanitising your hands, and go into Church and sit 
in a designated seat (not one with a red cushion). Please do not congregate in the foyer.  
 
 



 
Afterwards, please gel your hands when exiting the building and carefully head home. 
Again, I recognise that this is unnatural and difficult, and with you lament that we cannot 
interact normally, but by following these rules we will be able to stay open for worship and 
protect those who attend Church.    
 

The church is open and we have the legal right to worship; you are invited to join us if you 
feel that the building is safe; I would emphasise this point, please only attend if you do feel 
it is safe for you to do so. The government have not imposed a closure upon us, for which 
we are grateful, therefore, it is your choice and your choice alone if you wish to attend 
Mass. We will be here for you. 
 

If you do attend worship, in addition to practicing social distancing and hand sanitisation, 
face coverings are essential unless there is a genuine exemption. The Churchwardens, who 
are both medical professionals, have suggested that you should arrive at Church wearing 
either a new face covering (if disposable) or one that has been thoroughly washed to 
maintain effectiveness. We do have some available for those who will need one. They 
should be worn throughout your time at Church (save for the brief moment when 
receiving Holy Communion) and cover both your nose and mouth. 

 

With right to worship comes responsibility, and I would urge you in the strongest possible 
terms to please abide by all the rules we have put in place. If you feel unsafe, or fall into 
the vulnerable category, or have been asked to shield then you should remain at home. 
You should also remain at home if you have been asked to self-isolate by the NHS.  
 

Likewise, if you feel unwell in any way, you should not come to Church. We know that the 
new strain of the virus can appear to be a common cold; if you are experiencing such 
symptoms you should remain at home for the safety of all. Similarly, if you are displaying 
any of the traditional signs of the virus, a high temperature, a continuous cough or loss of 
taste or smell, please do stay at home. 

 

If you do decide to remain at home, could I please encourage you to make use of the 
resources on the website, or the packs that you have been provided with, there are plenty 
to sustain you as you make a spiritual communion. Please use this time to focus on the 
scriptures, every word of which ‘comes from the mouth of God’ (Matthew 4.4). They are 
regularly updated online. 
 

The times we live in have caused great pain and sadness to many, and have impacted a 
large number of people on a variety of different levels. We are committed as a parish to 
remaining open so that people can receive grace through the sacramental life; I would 
encourage you to pray fervently for an end to this pandemic, pray for those who serve as 
essential workers, and please pray for us as Church as we continue to offer worship to God 
for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his Church.  

 

If you require any spiritual support or practical help at this challenging time, please do not 
hesitate to be in touch with me at the Vicarage and I will assist you in any way that I can.  
A further update will follow in the coming days. Please remember: ‘the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’ 

 
Fr Daniel Howard 
Vicar 


