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Dear Friends, 
 

I hope this letter finds you all well at what remains a very uncertain time. However, there now 
does seem to be a tangible sense of hope that we are moving towards normality thanks to the 
development of several vaccines. Hope comes in Advent, indeed that is what the season is all 
about. Please continue to pray for an end to the pandemic, for that gift of hope and for those 
on the frontline our NHS, those who care for people, and for those in local and national 
government.  
 
With the announcement on Monday 23rd November came some provisional good news. The 
Prime Minister announced that the lockdown that we have been under in these last weeks 
would indeed be lifted. There was also the very welcome announcement that Churches would 
be allowed to reopen for public worship. This comes a week after the beginning of Advent, we 
have missed the all important start as a community of faith, but we now have the opportunity 
to delve into the mysteries of redemption once again. This is a time when we make 
preparation in our hearts for the coming of the Saviour, both at his birth at Christmas and 
also his coming when he shall judge both the living and the dead. This year, such realities 
have been put into very close perspective for so many people. We are given the opportunity 
now, in these moments, to pray ‘O come O come Emmanuel’ remembering that we are exile if 
we are not with Christ. Saint Columba’s will be thoroughly cleaned once again and the 
Masses will recommence on the Second Sunday of Advent, 6th December. This day will be 
marked with the usual Masses at 9.00 am and 10.30 am, and there will also be a special 
Advent service at 5.00 pm – this will be a service of Advent readings, prayers and music, 
culminating with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament as we pray ‘come Lord come’. The 
usual round of services will begin again from that point onwards. 
 
Please could I remind you that whilst we are able to re-open the building we must, lest we fall 
into the trap of complacency, observe all the requirements of social distancing, mask wearing 
(mouth and nose) and hand sanitising whilst limiting contact with people. I know this is hard, 
but let us continue in the approach to which we have become accustomed. These measures 
are for our collective safety and those of our families. Thankfully, there have been no 
incidents of illness, through our collective effort we can continue this and move ever closer to 
normality. Until that time, let us pray, ‘O come O come Emmanuel’.   
 

 
Yours in Christ,           

 Fr Daniel Howard, Vicar 


