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Dear Friends, 
 

I hope this letter finds you all well. We continue to face challenging times as a nation, but 
more than that, we face them too as a parish community. Last weekend the Prime Minister 
announced a further lockdown for a period of four weeks, but as we known everything is 
subject to change at very short notice. The lockdown is different in some ways, but the major 
similarity for us as a parish is that public worship has once again been suspended. I know that 
many people in our church community found great solace and comfort in receiving the 
Blessed Sacrament when we were allowed to reconvene for worship back in July, and since 
that time, we have remained safe, Covid secure and have functioned without incident. The 
Archbishops and the Bishops of Roman Catholic Church have challenged the move arguing 
that public worship is essential aspect of community life. Despite this, the government are 
continuing to prohibit worship. In a recent letter to the clergy, the Bishops have asked that we 
spend these next few weeks in focused prayer for our nation, that this pandemic will come to 
an end. Could I please encourage you to join with me in doing so?  
 

Please be assured that you will remain in my prayers during this time, and please do not 
hesitate to be in touch if you require assistance of any kind, particularly with shopping etc. 
This is all the more important if you are vulnerable or if you test positive for Covid; the 
church is ready and willing to assist in any way that can, please do not struggle, you can phone 
the Vicarage at any time. 
 

In terms of worship, once again, we will need to feast on the Word of God and in praise and 
thanksgiving, but this must be done from our homes. Please check the blog section of the 
website (address above), for music suggestions, prayers, and a weekly sermon to aid your own 
devotions. You will have received a pack of resources during the last lockdown, which can be 
used at this moment; they will also be on the website, under ‘Worship at Home’ should you 
need them. If you need a printed copy, please be in touch. I have enclosed with this letter with 
an updated daily reading plan to sustain you over this next month whilst we are deprived of 
the sacraments; I will continue to celebrate Mass privately with you as the intention on all 
Sundays and holy days. The Church building will be open on Wednesdays (11am - 12noon) 
and Sunday (10.30am -12 noon) for private prayer. As part of our commitment to those in 
need, perhaps during these times, foodbank donations can be dropped off; this is a concrete 
way to make a ‘bigger difference’. The regulations in place will continue. Can I appeal to you 
to please be careful when entering the building and avoid unnecessary contact with people, I 
know how hard this is, but it is essential in moving forward. Please do take care as we await 
the time when we can gather together again. 

 
Yours in Christ,           

 Fr Daniel Howard, Vicar 


