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RE: The Resumption of Public Worship 
 

Tuesday 30th June 2020 
Dear Friends,  
 

Two weeks have passed since the government announced that churches may open for private prayer, and 
more recently it was confirmed that public worship can resume from Saturday 4th July. We have been 
preparing for this day for some while at Saint Columba’s, conscious that we have been deprived of the 
sacraments for a period of almost four months. I am eager to welcome you back to Church, as we gather 
communally together after such a long period apart; but, as with private prayer, strict guidelines will be in 
place to ensure that the Church is Covid secure, and a safe place for all to worship. The Bishop of 
Liverpool, following national Church guidance, has devolved the decision to local parishes – and as such, 
confident that we are meeting the requirements, will open for Mass on Sunday 5th July. At this stage it is 
unclear just how many people will wish to return to Church and receive the Blessed Sacrament. I hope 
that if you are well, and not showing any symptoms of Covid, then we will see many of the congregation 
return, although I am of course aware that some will continue to shield in light of government guidance – 
we will hold you in our prayers until we can all gather around the altar again together. 
 

However, if you are displaying any signs or symptoms of Covid-19 or if a member of your household is 
self-isolating, then I would request that you do not come to Church at this time. This is of vital 
importance as we seek keep the virus at bay. Likewise, the government has suggested that if you are 
vulnerable due to age (the guidance suggests those over 70), or you are at risk due to underlying health 
conditions or pregnancy, then you are encouraged to take extra care, and may wish to wait for a further 
period of time before re-entering St Columba’s. It goes without saying that the PCC will do its utmost to 
ensure the health and safety of all at this time, and as such, we will continue to thoroughly clean the 
church to ensure it remains as sterile as possible; however, as you can appreciate there is always a risk. 
Therefore, if you come, please do be aware of this, conscious that you come of your own accord; it is your 
decision, the PCC can accept no liability should incidents arise. Children are of course welcome to attend 
services, but in light of the current situation there will be no Sunday School provision or toys to keep the 
children occupied. If children attend it is essential that they do not wander and touch surfaces as we do 
not want them to experience any unnecessary risk. I ask you to read the following carefully. The 9 am Mass 
will be celebrated as usual, but not in the chapel, as it is not large enough to comply with social 
distancing. The chairs have been arranged across the transept, by the War memorial and follow the length 
of the Church to the Shepherd Room. Whilst this layout is unusual, it allows cleaning to be take place in 
time for the 10.30 am celebration. The 9 am service will be limited to 15 people. If you normally attend 
the 9 am, could I ask you to continue to do so, as an influx at the 10.30 am service will cause problems in 
terms of space and accommodating those who wish to attend. The area used by those who attend the 9 
am will be thoroughly cleaned before people are allowed into the building for the 10.30 am celebration. 
The 10.30 am service will be celebrated with a maximum capacity of 30 people in the main seating of 
the Church. This number excludes the priest, organist and a maximum of two servers, all of whom can 
safely socially distance.  A Mass will also be celebrated at 12 noon on Wednesdays, again, with a 
maximum capacity of 15. Could I ask that when the service is over the building is vacated as soon as 
possible for health and safety reasons.           

 

What to expect if you come to Church 
 

• You will be required to sanitize your hands on both arrival and departure. This requirement is in accordance 
with the received protocols. A substantial amount of sanitiser has been procured for this reason, could I 
ask you please to comply.  
 



• Please refrain from touching anything in Church – this can spread germs easily.  
 

• Masks or face coverings may be worn, but this is not obligatory, it is an individual decision. 
 

• On entering the Church some rows of chairs will be taped off to ensure that social distancing (2 metres) 
can be maintained. Please do not sit in these rows. Likewise, if red kneelers are placed on the chairs in the 
available rows, then please do not sit on these chairs, sit only in the available chairs. 

 

• Service sheets will be available and will be placed on your chair, you must take them with you when you 
leave. Under no circumstances should they be left or placed at the back of Church. 
 

• Please do not leave any papers or other material in church – this can aid the spread of the virus. Take 
everything with you on your departure and dispose of it in your own home.  

 

• A one-way system will be in place in the building, please do follow the directions given on arrival. The 
entrance remains the same on Pinehurst Road, the exit will be adjacent to the Vicarage on Pinehurst 
Avenue. Please do not attempt to exit or enter via the opposite doors.  
 

• Please note that on Wednesdays Rosie & Jim’s Nursery will be using their part of the building, please 
ensure that social distancing is maintained whilst waiting to enter the building.  
 

• There may be a wait to get into Church depending on the number of people who would like to attend 
Mass. Doors will only be opened immediately prior to the Mass commencing. I would ask you please to be 
patient as we navigate this situation, and keep spaced out whilst waiting. I know people will wish to chat 
and catch up, but please keep the required distance for your own safety. 
 

• The Church of England has asked each parish to keep a record of those who enter the building, this is to 
aid in the track and trace system implemented by the government, please do be prepared to give your 
details if you come to any service. 
 

• With regard to the Mass, the doors will remain open to aid ventilation, this may make the building cool – 
please consider this by dressing appropriately. Likewise, please remain seat in your seat, please do not 
move around as this puts others at risk. You will be directed to receive communion at the appropriate 
point – but before receiving (just the Host – the chalice is suspended), you must sanitise your hands using 
the gel provided. When receiving communion at the designated space, please stretch out your arms as 
fully as possible to ensure social distancing. The host will be ‘dropped’ into your open palms, please do 
not attempt to take the host from the priest – it is essential this advice is followed to prevent the host 
being dropped and so that you can safely receive. 
 

• Unfortunately, there will be no communal singing at this stage, this directive has come from the 
government. The organ will be played, and a cantor will sing various elements of the Mass, as difficult as it 
will be to refrain, please do not be tempted to sing as this may cause future problems.  Likewise, there will 
be no refreshments after the service. 

 

• Toilets will be open during service times, however, could I ask that you only use them in emergencies as 
they require a more substantial deep clean in order to be compliant with public health regulations.  
 

Before you return to Church, after such a long period away, you may wish to make your confession before 
receiving the Blessed Sacrament, repentance is an essential part of the Christian life. If you would like to 
do so, please phone the Vicarage and we can work out a suitably convenient time. The confession will 
take place privately, according to social distancing.   
 

I do apologise again for the length of this letter and its rather prescriptive nature. However, in order to 
open safely, and return to eucharist we must ensure that all procedures are followed ensuring that we 
remain Covid secure. I am greatly looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible. Please pray for me 
and the PCC in these next few days as we make our final preparations to allow all back to the house of 
the Lord.  

 
Fr Daniel Howard, Vicar          

                                                  For and on behalf of the PCC.   


